THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

In February there was a rising in Cumberland and West-
morland. It was dealt with immediately, and martial law was
proclaimed by the Duke of Norfolk throughout the north.
The following extracts from a letter of Henry's written on
February 22 show clearly enough the ruthless measures taken
to ensure that there should be no more such outbreaks. It also
suggests that here, perhaps even more than in Yorkshire, the
dispossessed monks were to a very large extent responsible for
stirring up the people,

vm.To THE DUKE OF NORFOLK

[Feb. 22, 1537.]

RIGHT TRUSTY AND RIGHT ENTIRELY BELOVED COUSIN, We greet
you well. Letting you wit that we have as well received your letters
of the 16th of this month, declaring the new assembly made in
Westmorland, with your prudent determination for the repres-
sion of the same, as your other letters of the I7th of the same
instant, sent unto us by our trusty and well-beloved servant, Sir
Ralph Evers, Knight, declaring the valiant and faithful heart and
courage of our trusty and well-beloved servant, Sir Christopher
-   Dacres, Knight, and his most thankful and acceptable service
done unto us, in the overthrow of the traitors and rebels of the
said assembly, which also made an assault upon our city of
. Carlisle; with the good service done also unto us, in the chase
of the same, by Thomas Clifford; and semblably the perfect
arreadiness, great forwardness, and hearty good wills of all the
nobles, gentlemen, and honest men of our county of York, and
of all other quarters in those parts, to have served us in your
company for the repression of the same rebels (if they had tarried
togethers till you might have come to them); with your deter-
mination for the punishment of that attemptate in such sort as
all others shall.have cause to beware by die example thereof,
For answer wherennto, you shall understand that in your earnest
setting forward for the repression of the said traitors, and the
semblable following of the same, both with your own speedy
preparations and by your earnest and hearty letters written to our
said servant Sir Christopher Dacres, you have done unto us such